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Varuna, the National Writers’ House is located within 
the Country of the Darug and Gundungurra peoples. 
Varuna pays respects to Elders past and present, while 
recognising the strength, capacity and resilience of past 
and present Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
in the Blue Mountains region. 



WELCOME TO 
VARUNA, THE 
NATIONAL 
WRITERS’ HOUSE
Varuna exists to support the development of original 
work by both new and established writers. This is an 
incredible remit to have, and one that we take seriously. 

Our unique residency programs and professional 
development opportunities empower the literary 
imagination at every stage of a writer’s career.

Without the generous gift from Mick Dark and the 
Dark family, none of this would be possible. 

We hope that in the pages to follow, you will find the 
residency, workshop or writer development service 
that will enable you to take your creative project to 
the next stage. 

We look forward to 
welcoming you to 
Varuna soon.

Amy Sambrooke and 
Veechi Stuart
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Workshop and 
Residential 
Masterclass  

Program
Varuna curates a lively program of creative 

writing workshops throughout the year. 
You can read about the workshops in 

the first half of 2019 here, but for July to 
December 2019, please visit  

www.varuna.com.au/programs/workshops
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HOOKING 
THE READER
with Mark Brandi

A novel’s opening paragraphs are critical to 
establishing atmosphere and voice. More 
importantly, a reader must be encouraged 
to continue. 

Led by bestselling author Mark Brandi, this 
workshop will examine some of the best 
literary openings of recent times, with 
analysis and discussion of what makes them 
effective. You will have the opportunity to 
share your work and participate in a range 
of writing exercises. 

This half-day workshop is best suited to 
emerging writers seeking to refine their 
craft.

When: Saturday 2 March 2019

Where: Varuna, 141 Cascade St, Katoomba

How much: $75-$90

DEVELOPING 
YOUR NOVEL
with Stephanie Bishop

You might have already started work on 
a novel, but feel you need some further 
direction, or perhaps you have yet to begin 
the book you have been dreaming of.

In this full-day workshop, acclaimed author 
Stephanie Bishop will help you to explore 
the idea behind your novel, working 
towards clarifying its underlying themes. 
You will play with the narrative shape of 
your work and consider other aspects of 
craft such as characterisation and voice.

This workshop is best suited to emerging 
writers seeking to refine their craft.

When: Saturday 2 February 2019

Where: Varuna, 141 Cascade St, Katoomba

How much: $125-$145
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THE PHYSICAL 
WRITER
with Carol Major

In answering a question about the 
fundamental starting point for any story, 
Margaret Atwood replied, “Be clear about 
who is telling this story to whom and about 
what.” Ah yes, but why is the narrator telling 
the story in the first place? The urgency to 
tell has both a physical and psychological 
dimension, and these dimensions are vital 
ingredients towards creating an authentic 
voice. They are also vital ingredients in 
creating believable characters and settings.

Facilitated by professional writer and 
Varuna consultant Carol Major, this one-day 
workshop uses both writing exercises and 
discussion to get under the skin of your 
narrators and characters.

This full-day workshop is best suited to 
emerging writers who want to take their 
prose to the next level.

When: Sunday 26 May 2019

Where: Varuna, 141 Cascade St, Katoomba

How much: $125-$145

More info: www.varuna.com.au/programs/
workshops

FROM LITTLE 
THINGS, BIG 
THINGS GROW
with Tracy Sorensen

Sometimes it’s the telling detail that opens 
a whole world. The chink of a bead curtain 
separating the hall from the dining room, 
a wooden salad bowl or a biro in a man’s 
pocket.

Facilitated by Bathurst novelist, freelance 
journalist and video maker Tracy Sorensen, 
this half-day workshop is suitable for fiction 
and non-fiction writers. You will look at 
examples of how tiny details can be the 
starting point for creating meaningful 
worlds. There will be plenty of time for 
discussion, writing exercises and giving and 
receiving feedback. 

When: Saturday 17 August 2019

Where: Gang Gang Gallery, 206 Main Street, 
Lithgow

How much: $50 to $60

More info: www.varuna.com.au/programs/
workshops
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POETRY 
INTENSIVE
with Vanessa Kirkpatrick

In this six-day residential masterclass, you 
will be immersed in the writing and crafting 
of poetry and you will be encouraged 
to extend and explore your creative and 
critical capacities. There will be a series of 
three workshops, dedicated private writing 
time each day and a shared poetry reading. 
Participants also receive a one-on-one 
poetry consultation.

Applications open early March.

When: Monday 15 July – Sunday 21 July 2019

Where: Varuna, 141 Cascade St, Katoomba

How much: The fee for the residential 
masterclass is $1750 including 
accommodation, workshops and meals. 
A discounted rate of $1450 is available to all 
financial Varuna Alumni.

More info: www.varuna.com.au/programs/
masterclasses

Note: If you’re keen to develop your poetry 
but not ready for a six-day masterclass, you 
may be interested in Vanessa’s half-day 
poetry workshop, The Magic of Metaphor. 
This workshop will be held on 23 June 2019. 
For more info, visit www.varuna.com.au/
programs/workshops

ADVANCED 
MEMOIR
with Patti Miller

A six-day advanced memoir residential 
masterclass with Patti Miller, at Varuna. The 
Advanced Memoir Residency includes: 

• Private writing time in your own writing 
studio

• Small group tutorials with Patti Miller 
exploring techniques on writing memoir 
(three half-day sessions)

• A one-on-one consultation with a Varuna 
consultant to talk about your current 
writing project

• Six days’ accommodation at Varuna 
including meals  

Applications open early May.

When: Monday 18 November – Sunday 
24 November 2019

Where: Varuna, 141 Cascade St, Katoomba

How much: The fee for the residency is 
$1950 including accommodation, workshops 
and meals. A discounted rate of $1650 is 
available to all financial Varuna Alumni. 

More info: www.varuna.com.au/programs/
masterclasses
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Community Program
Our community program seeks to 
share the transformative power of 
the written word and foster a deeper 
appreciation of Australian literature.

SCREENING: 
THE SCRIBE
Featuring Q&A with director and producer 
Ruth Cullen

From deep within the engine room of 
politics comes The Scribe, the superb 
documentary on Graham Freudenberg, the 
‘Donald Bradman’ of speech writing. This 
untold perspective from someone at the 
epicentre of politics for nearly 50 years 
paints a remarkable picture of a political 
insider’s love of language and its power 
to change the country. Winner of Best 
Australian Documentary (2018 Antenna 
Documentary Film Festival). 

When: Tuesday 30 April 2019, 7:00pm

Where: Mount Vic Flicks, Mount Victoria

How much: $12

More info: https://mountvicflicks.com.au/

BLUE 
MOUNTAINS 
CITY OF 
THE ARTS – 
GENERATION 
OF NEW 
WRITERS
Our masterclasses teach young people 
about the craft of writing, including 
narrative voice, plot and characterisation 
through writing exercises and discussions. 

Participants also get a rare chance to visit 
the inspiring environment of Varuna, where 
they are given a tour of the writers’ house 
and a chance to meet with a local author as 
well as the writers in residence. 

In addition to the workshop program, 
Varuna hosts a monthly young writers’ club.  

In 2019, all Blue Mountains high schools 
are invited to nominate between four and 
six Year 10 to 12 students with a particular 
talent for creative writing, or who may have 
a strong story to tell. 

Supported by the Blue Mountains City of the 
Arts Trust, and presented in partnership with 
the Mountains Youth Services Team and The 
Little Lost Bookshop. 
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LANTERNS ON 
THE LAKE
Varuna is proud to be part of this 
community event, now in its second year. 
Inspired by the stunning floating lantern 
festivals in the Vietnamese town of Hoi An, 
this is a celebration that is ephemeral, 
somewhat whimsical, and a great deal 
of fun.

Held at Wentworth Falls Lake, families and 
friends are welcome to bring along a BYO 
picnic and enjoy an afternoon of free music 
and entertainment. As dusk falls, those who 
wish to participate are invited to launch 
their floating lantern onto the lake as a 
simple gesture of gratitude.

Locally handmade eco-friendly lanterns are 
available for sale at $5 each on the day from 
4pm until sold out.

When: Saturday 13 April 2019  
from 4pm-7pm.

Where: Wentworth Falls Lake,  
Wentworth Falls

How much: Free

WHAT 
MATTERS? 
WRITING 
COMPETITION
Committed to involving young people 
in the shaping of Australia’s future, this 
competition is open to school students 
in years 5 to 12 from NSW, VIC, WA, the 
ACT and Tasmania. Responding to the 
simple question ‘what matters?’, entrants 
are free to express their views on any 
matter they care about. Varuna supports 
the Artistic Merit Award within this program, 
offering guided mentoring sessions with a 
published author.

Applications close 10 May 2019. 

For more information, call the Whitlam 
Institute (02) 9685 9210.

BLUE FRINGE
Celebrating the creativity of people with 
a lived experience of mental illness, this 
annual literary prize recognises the best of 
Blue Mountains talent, with prizes including 
a one-on-one consultation with a literary 
mentor from Varuna.

Applications close mid-September 2019.

For more information, please call the 
Varuna office on (02) 4782 5674.

 2019 PROGRAM 13



Varuna offers a range of prestigious 
Fellowships designed to support 
writers across different genres and 
at all stages of their writing careers. 
Fellowships are all competitively 
awarded and include between 
one and four weeks’ residency at 
Varuna.

Affirm Press Mentorship 
Fellowship
Does working closely with the editorial 
team at Affirm Press seem like the next 
step for your project? The Affirm Press 
Mentorship Award offers up to three 
writers of YA or middle-grade fiction the 
opportunity to work with the Affirm Press 
publishing team while in residence at 
Varuna. The Award includes manuscript 
feedback and meetings with Affirm 
Press editorial staff, independent writing 
time in your own private writing studio, 
accommodation and meals.

Applications open 18 March 2019 and close 
30 April 2019. 

The residency will take place between 
Monday 28 October and Sunday 
3 November 2019. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/affirm   

Arts NT Fellowships 
Presented in partnership with the Northern 
Territory Government through Arts NT. 

Four fellowships are available, with two 
fellowships available for creatives from the 
Top End and two from the Central Desert 
regions. Applicants may be developing a 
new work in creative writing or illustration. 
This could include literary fiction, genre 
fiction, non-fiction, illustration and graphic 
novels, young adult fiction, junior fiction, 
poetry, writing for screen, theatre or radio. 

As well as two weeks in residence, the 
Arts NT fellowship program provides $1,350 
towards travel expenses, manuscript 
consultations, or accommodation in Sydney 
on the way through to the Blue Mountains 
so that you can design a fellowship program 
that suits your individual needs. 

Applications open March 2019. 

Recipients may take their residency 
between July and December 2019. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/artsnt 

Varuna is grateful for the support provided 
by Arts NT of the Northern Territory 
Government.

Fellowships
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Copyright Agency First 
Nations Fellowships 
Varuna’s Copyright Agency Fellowships for 
First Nations Writers are open to all writers, 
published or unpublished, who are of 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent 
and who are currently living in Australia. 

Varuna will award five Copyright Agency 
Fellowships in 2020. This fellowship 
program is open to writers of all genres 
of fiction, narrative non-fiction, poetry, 
children’s books, graphic novels, dramatic/
screen writing, writing for radio, translation, 
essays or short fiction.

Each fellowship includes a week’s 
residential fellowship including 
accommodation, private writing space, 

full board, mentoring and professional 
development, and reimbursement of 
all travel expenses to and from Varuna. 
Copyright Agency First Nations Fellowships 
also include a publishing appraisal from 
Magabala Books, Australia’s leading 
Indigenous publisher. 

Applications open 15 October and close 
14 December, 2019. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/
firstnations 

Varuna acknowledges the Copyright Agency 
Cultural Fund for supporting this project.
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Griffith Review 
Contributors Circle 
This prestigious literary journal awards up 
to five week-long residencies at Varuna 
each year, open to current Contributors 
Circle members. 

This residency provides a week’s 
accommodation, meals and a private 
workspace to further develop a work in 
progress at Varuna.

Applications close 10 March 2019.

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/
griffithreview 

International Fellowships
These prestigious four-week international 
residencies in Cove Park, Scotland, and 
Annaghmakerrig, Ireland are open to Varuna 
Alumni. 

Both fellowships include return 
international airfares, four weeks’ 
accommodation in your own private studio, 
and meals. 

Expressions of interest open February 1, 
2019 and close February 21, 2019. 

We are grateful to The 
Bridge Awards for their 
support of the Cove 
Park residency.

Katharine Susannah 
Prichard Foundation 
Fellowships 

This Fellowship 
commemorates the 
friendship between 
Australian writers 
Katharine Susannah 
Prichard and Eleanor 

Dark, and provides recipients with a one-
week residency at the Katharine Susannah 
Prichard Writers’ Centre, and at Varuna. 

The Katharine Susannah Prichard 
Foundation Fellowships are awarded to 
Western Australian novelists or short story 
writers, with priority given to culturally and 
linguistically diverse or younger writers. 

Applications open May 2019, and close 20 
October 2019.

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/ksp 

Kill Your Darlings Copyright 
Agency Residency
Shortlisted writers for the 2019 KYD 
Unpublished Manuscript Award will come 
to Varuna for a week-long fellowship that 
includes personalised 
mentoring, daily 
workshopping 
and professional 
development. 

Applications close 30 April 2019.

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/kyd
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Publisher Introduction 
Fellowships 
Would you like the opportunity to have 
your work read by one of Australia’s 
leading publishers, with a view to possible 
publication? Our Publisher Introduction 
Program does just that, along with a seven-
day residency at Varuna and a manuscript 
consultation with one of Varuna’s writing 
consultants.

Participating publishers for the 2020 
program will be announced when 
applications open in late 2019. 

Applications open 4 October 2019 and close 
4 November 2019. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/pip  

Scribe Varuna Residency
Held in partnership with Scribe Publications, 
these publishing intensive mentorships 
provide a unique opportunity for three 
writers developing exceptional new work. 
The 2019 program focuses on non-fiction, 
specifically popular science, micro-history 
and history from the perspective of diverse 
voices.

Applications open mid-June 2019.

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/scribe

South Australian Writers’ 
Centre Fellowships 
The South 
Australian 
Writers’ Centre 
Fellowships 
are awarded to 
writers, poets 
and illustrators under the age of 35 who live 
in South Australia.

Applications for the next round open in 
autumn 2019. 

More information is available on the South 
Australian Writers’ Centre website. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/writerssa 

The Next Chapter 
Residencies 
All recipients of The Wheeler Centre’s 
Next Chapter program receive a Varuna 
residency, and membership of the Varuna 
Alumni as part of their award. 

Applications for the next round open in 
May 2019. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/
nextchapter 

The 2018 Next Chapter program
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Varuna Residential 
Fellowships 
Offered every year since 1991, Varuna 
Residential Fellowships are open to 
writers of all genres of imaginative writing, 
including literary fiction, narrative non-
fiction, poetry, genre writing, children’s 
books, dramatic/screen writing, writing for 
radio, essays or short stories. Writers may 
be at any stage of career development. 

Varuna Residential Fellowships offer two 
weeks of full board and accommodation 
at Varuna including a prepared evening 
meal, uninterrupted time to write in your 
own private studio, the companionship of 
your fellow writers and a one-hour Varuna 
Conversation with a Varuna Consultant. 
Flagship Fellowships are awarded to 
exceptional applications.

In 2020, Varuna will offer 24 Varuna 
Residential Fellowships including the 
Flagship Fellowships, and the Ray Koppe 
ASA Young Writers’ Fellowship. 

Applications open 16 June 2019 and close 
30 July 2019. 

Recipients may take their residency 
between January and May 2020. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/varuna 

Varuna WestWords 
Fellowships 

Four Varuna WestWords 
Fellowships are awarded 
each year to emerging 
writers of all genres from 
culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds, who 
have a connection to 
Western Sydney.

Applications open early June 2019. 

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/
westwords 

Writing NSW Residencies 
Two Writing NSW 
Varuna Residencies 
are awarded each 
year to writers with 
a manuscript, play 
or suite of poems ready for the next stage 
of development. One of the two fellowships 
is reserved for a writer under the age of 30. 

Applications will open in September 2019 
and close in October 2019.

www.varuna.com.au/fellowships/
writingnsw 
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Apply to stay at Varuna 
Are you looking for some quiet writing 
time? Have you always wanted to come to 
Varuna?

Occasionally, Varuna is able to offer writers 
a place at Varuna on an Invitation-by-
Request Residency. These residencies are 
for writers who have not come through one 
of Varuna’s fellowship programs. 

To be considered for an Invitation-by-
Request Residency, you will need to have an 
identified creative writing project on which 
you are working as well as a commitment 
to an ethos of concentrated work and 

collegial support. Vacancies depend on 
availability in the house, and are subject to 
a competitive selection process. 

www.varuna.com.au/applytostay  

Alumni Residencies
Varuna Alumni members are welcome to 
apply to stay at Varuna at any time. Each 
year we make up to 45 places available for 
our alumni at a substantially discounted 
rate. Vacancies depend on availability in the 
house.

www.varuna.com.au/alumni-residencies
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WRITER DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES
Our Writer Development 
Consultation services give 
writers the opportunity 
to receive feedback from 
experienced industry 
professionals. We offer full 
manuscript consultations, 
in-depth ‘conversations’, and 
mentoring services.

Varuna consultants help you 
identify where you are up to 
with your creative project, and 
provide guidance on further 
manuscript development and, 
in some cases, publishing 
pathways.

Varuna’s manuscript consultations are different from the services many other organisations 
offer. We encourage you to discuss your project with us, and we help you choose the 
consultant who will best support your work. Varuna’s consultants are of national standing 
and have different areas of expertise, including poetry, literary fiction, children’s books, 
young adult writing and screenplays. You can choose whether to come to Varuna for your 
one-on-one consultation, or whether to have a consultation via Skype.

While the consultant will respond to specific questions you may have about the manuscript, 
generally manuscript consultations give feedback on larger elements of the work such as the 
writing style, character development, plot and pace. For poetry or short story collections, 
the manuscript consultation will give feedback and advice on individual elements as well as 
how the pieces are working as a collection. 

We also offer a ‘Varuna Conversation’ service. Less costly than a full manuscript 
consultation, a Varuna Conversation can be useful if you have become tangled in content, 
lost confidence in your project, or you are feeling doubtful about your ability to realise your 
vision. Varuna Conversations can also be used to discuss the development of a pitch, a 
synopsis or other aspects of preparing a manuscript for publication. For these sessions, you 
can choose to submit up to 10 pages of your work in advance.

If you are looking for support and feedback for your writing project over a longer period of 
time, a number of our consultants are available for ongoing mentoring sessions, with both 
five-hour and ten-hour packages available.

For more information about our consultation and mentoring services, visit  
www.varuna.com.au/writerdevelopment 
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ABOUT THE HOUSE 

Varuna, the National Writers’ House, is located in Katoomba, which is part of the world-
heritage listed Blue Mountains region of NSW.

Built by the Australian writer Eleanor Dark and her husband Dr Eric Dark in the late 1930s, 
the house is recognised as a site of cultural significance and is listed on the local heritage 
register. In 1989 Mick Dark, the son of Eleanor and Dr Eric Dark, gave the house to the 
Eleanor Dark Foundation so it could be used as a retreat for writers.

Situated in beautiful gardens tended by Rod Dark, the grandson of Eleanor and Eric, 
Varuna is a friendly and relaxed residential retreat for writers. The house has five separate 
bedrooms, each with a writing space attached or nearby; three bathrooms; homely living 
and dining rooms; an extensive library; and a spacious, well-equipped kitchen and laundry.

We are also delighted to announce that Varuna has received funding from Create NSW 
to construct a sixth studio, designed especially to be accessible for those with mobility 
impairments. This studio will have a bedroom, bathroom, kitchenette and a living room with 
a study nook, and will be connected to the main house via a simple pathway. We expect 
construction of this studio to be completed by late 2019.

Rod Dark
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HELP US TO HELP 
AUSTRALIAN WRITERS 
Varuna plays a central role in developing Australia literary culture by providing 
a unique environment for Australian poets, essayists, dramatists and authors to 
create new work.

We do this by identifying and supporting Australian writers with stories to tell 
and words to inspire. We give them space, time and quietness, as well as the 
opportunity for rich conversation with their fellow writers. 

The support we receive from individuals like you is vital in ensuring we are 
connected with our local community and maintaining Varuna as a quiet and 
reflective place where writers from around Australia can come to create 
extraordinary new work for you and future generations to enjoy.

All donations over $2 are tax deductible 
and are gratefully received. Donations will 
be directly reinvested into our fellowship, 
community and maintenance programs.

www.varuna.com.au/support 
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Closing June Varuna WestWords Fellowship 

Closing Tuesday 30 July Varuna Residential Fellowships 

Closing Sunday 11 August      Scribe Varuna Residency

Closing Sunday 20 October Katharine Susannah Prichard Foundation Fellowships  

Closing October Writing NSW Residencies 

Closing Monday 4 November Publisher Introduction Fellowships 

Closing Saturday 14 December Copyright Agency First Nations Fellowships        

2019 AT A GLANCE
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Varuna the National Writers’ House
141 Cascade Street

Katoomba NSW 2780
(02) 4782 5674

www.varuna.com.au
varuna@varuna.com.au
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